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me, not followers, supporters—who are Chris-
tians, who are Jews, who are Muslims, who be-
lieve in the unity of God, and who believe he
is a holy man.

But for us, the question is not fundamentally
religious; it is political. That is, we believe that
other people should have the right to fully prac-
tice their religious beliefs and that if he, in
good faith, presents himself on those terms, it
is a legitimate thing for China to engage him
in dialog.

And let me say something that will perhaps
be unpopular with everyone. I have spent time
with the Dalai Lama. I believe him to be an
honest man, and I believe if he had a conversa-
tion with President Jiang, they would like each
other very much. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President’s 161st news conference
began at 12:05 p.m. in the Western Hall of the
Great Hall of the People. President Jiang spoke
in Chinese, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter.

Joint Statement on Anti-Personnel Landmines
June 27, 1998

The United States and China reaffirm their
commitment to ending the humanitarian crisis
caused by the indiscriminate use of anti-per-
sonnel landmines (APL). They both maintain
that efforts to eliminate the APL threat to civil-
ians should be pursued consistent with national
security requirements.

The United States and China recognize the
importance of the Amended Protocol II to the
Convention on Conventional Weapons in ad-
dressing humanitarian concerns resulting from
the indiscriminate use of landmines. They agree
to work toward the early ratification of the
Amended Protocol and urge others to ratify it
as well.

The United States and China agree to actively
pursue at the Conference on Disarmament the
commencement of negotiations on an anti-per-
sonnel landmines transfer/export ban by sup-

porting the prompt establishment of an Ad Hoc
Committee.

The United States and China commit to accel-
erate global humanitarian demining operations
with the objective of eliminating the threat of
anti-personnel landmines to civilians as soon as
possible. The United States and China reaffirm
their commitments to furnish demining assist-
ance, which could include mine awareness,
training in mine clearance, and technology for
detection and clearance, through appropriate
channels to affected countries with the objective
of promoting their indigenous capacity for hu-
manitarian demining.

NOTE: The joint statement was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary, but it was not
issued as a White House press release.

Joint Statement on the Biological Weapons Convention
June 27, 1998

Recognizing the threat posed by biological
and toxin weapons, the United States and China
reaffirm their strong support for the complete
global elimination of biological weapons. As
States Parties to the Biological Weapons Con-
vention, the two sides stress the importance of
the Convention to international peace and secu-
rity, fully support the purposes and objectives

of the Convention, and favor comprehensively
strengthening the effectiveness and universality
of the Convention.

The United States and China each reaffirm
that they are determined to strictly abide by
the provisions of the Convention, to earnestly
and comprehensively fulfill the obligations each
has undertaken, shall not develop, produce or
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stockpile biological weapons under any cir-
cumstances and shall oppose the proliferation
of biological weapons and their technology and
equipment.

Both the United States and China support
efforts to strengthen the effectiveness of the
Convention, including the establishment of a
practical and effective compliance mechanism.
In this connection, the two sides positively ap-
praise the work of the Ad Hoc Group set up
for this purpose on negotiating a protocol to
the Convention. The two sides believe the pro-
tocol must include efficient, practical and cost
effective measures to deter proliferation or viola-
tion of the Convention and improve trans-
parency. Appropriate measures should be formu-
lated and implemented in a manner that takes

into account protection of sensitive commercial
information and legitimate security needs, and
in light of relevant national laws and regulations.
The two sides express their desire to cooperate
in the negotiations and work together to further
accelerate an early conclusion of the negotiations
on the protocol.

The United States and China agree that they
shall strive to enhance bilateral cooperation and
exchanges in the field of bio-technology and vig-
orously engage in and promote the peaceful use
of biological technology.

NOTE: The joint statement was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary, but it was not
issued as a White House press release.

Joint Statement on South Asia
June 27, 1998

Introduction
Recent nuclear tests by India and Pakistan,

and the resulting increase in tension between
them, are a source of deep and lasting concern
to both of us. Our shared interests in a peaceful
and stable South Asia and in a strong global
nonproliferation regime have been put at risk
by these tests, which we have joined in con-
demning. We have agreed to continue to work
closely together, within the P–5, the Security
Council and with others, to prevent an accel-
erating nuclear and missile arms race in South
Asia, strengthen international nonproliferation
efforts, and promote reconciliation and the
peaceful resolution of differences between India
and Pakistan.

Preventing a Nuclear and Missile Race in South
Asia

The P–5 Joint Communique of June 4, which
was endorsed by UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 1172, sets out clear and comprehensive ob-
jectives and a plan for action to address the
threat of South Asian nuclear and missile arms
race. We pledge our full support for the steps
outlined in the Joint Communique, and again
call on India and Pakistan to stop all further
nuclear tests and adhere immediately and un-
conditionally to the Comprehensive Nuclear

Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), to refrain from
weaponization or deployment of nuclear weap-
ons and from the testing or deployment of mis-
siles capable of delivering nuclear weapons, and
to enter into firm commitments not to
weaponize or deploy nuclear weapons or missiles
capable of delivering them.

Strengthening Global Nonproliferation
Cooperation

The United States and China remain firmly
committed to strong and effective international
cooperation on nuclear nonproliferation, with
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) as its cornerstone. We will con-
tinue to bolster global nuclear nonproliferation
efforts, and reiterate that our goal is adherence
of all countries, including India and Pakistan,
to the NPT as it stands, without any modifica-
tion. States that do not adhere to the Treaty
cannot expect to be accorded the same benefits
and international standing as are accorded to
NPT parties. Notwithstanding their recent nu-
clear tests, India and Pakistan do not have the
status of nuclear weapons states in accordance
with the NPT.

We reaffirm our determination to fulfill our
commitments relating to nuclear disarmament
under Article VI of the NPT. To this end, both
countries have signed the Comprehensive Test
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